
 

1st Grade Social Studies Curriculum Map 

TIME 
FRAME 

TOPIC SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES & 
ASSESSMENTS 

LEARNING TARGETS RESOURCES STANDARDS 

VOCABULARY  

September Rules and Laws PNW Unit 1:  Rules and Laws 
(Lessons 1-7) 1.3a, 1.4a, 1.4c 
 

I can develop classroom 
rules to govern and protect 
myself. 
 
I can participate and 
contribute in a group. 
 
I can explain and show 
what it means to be a 
responsible citizen. 
 
I can tell why a rule is 
important. 
 
I can tell what a symbol is 
and its importance to a 
group’s identity. 
 
I can identify American 
symbols and tell why they 
represent our country. 
 
I can say the Pledge of 
Allegiance and begin to 
understand what it means. 
 
 

PNW BOCES 
website 

1.2a, 1.2b, 1.3a, 
1.3b, 1.4a, 1.4c 

bully, citizen, 
citizenship, 
consequence, 
display, justice, 
nation, pledge, 
represent, 
respect, 
responsibility, 
rights, rule, 
symbol 

September/ 
October 

Community PNW Unit 3:  Unity in Community 
 
NYS SS 1st Grade Citizenship 
Inquiry (supporting question #3) 

I can participate and 
contribute in a group. 
 
I can explain and show 

PNW BOCES 
website 
NYS SS 1st Grade 
Citizenship Inquiry 

1.3a, 1.3b, 1.3c, 
1.5a, 1.5b, 1.5c, 
1.6a, 1.6b, 1.6c, 
1.9c,1.10a 

https://pnwboces.org/ssela/FirstGrade/Unit1-Overview.htm
https://pnwboces.org/ssela/FirstGrade/Unit3-Overview.htm
http://www.c3teachers.org/inquiries/globalcitizen/
http://www.c3teachers.org/inquiries/globalcitizen/


what it means to be a 
responsible citizen. 
I can label a premade map 
of my classroom and use 
symbols and cardinal 
directions. 
 
I can identify examples of 
goods and services. 
 
I can identify community 
helpers and the tools and 
technology needed to help 
us meet our needs and 
wants. 
 
I can identify the places in 
the community that provide 
goods and services and 
learn how to locate them 
on a map.  
 
I can tell how people have 
changed their physical 
environment in a positive 
or negative way. 
 
I can be a global citizen. 

(supporting question 
#3) 
TpT Community 
Helper packet 

business, 
community, 
citizen, country, 
direction, goods, 
interview, job, 
key, map, 
neighborhood, 
responsibility, 
role, service, 
state, street, 
symbol, town, 
world 

November/ 
December 

Families PNW Unit 2:  We Are Family 
 
GB Christmas Around the World 

I can identify how families 
are similar and different. 
I can identify traditions of a 
family and tell why they are 
important. 
 
I can compare similarities 
and differences between 
different ethnic and cultural 

PNW BOCES 
website 
Teacher created 
Christmas Around 
the World Unit 

1.1a, 1.1b, 1.1c, 
1.4c, 1.7a, 1.7b, 
1.7c, 1.7d, 1.8b 

https://pnwboces.org/ssela/FirstGrade/Unit2-Overview.htm


groups. 
 
I can construct a family 
tree to show how a family 
grows and changes. 
 
I can compare my family 
with a family of the past. 
 
I can use sequence terms 
to show family events. 
 
I can tell how I help my 
family. 
 
 

now, then, past, 
present, brother, 
celebration, 
chores, 
contributing, 
culture, custom, 
different, 
extended family, 
father, generation, 
holiday, 
household, 
immediate family, 
mother, needs, 
responsibility, 
roles, sibling, 
similar, sister, 
teamwork, 
tradition 

February Presidents  Inquiry 3:  The President I can write about the main NYS inquiry on 1.4b 

http://www.c3teachers.org/inquiries/the-president/


jobs of the president. 
 
I can begin to understand 
there are different levels of 
government. 
 
I can identify what some 
other leaders do. 
 
I can begin to understand 
how leaders solve 
problems. 

EngageNY president, 
government, 
constitution, 
leader, branches 
of government, 
national, state, 
local, janitor, 
teacher, principal, 
mayor, governor 

April Maps and 
Globes 

Teacher created Maps and Globes 
Unit 

I can understand that 
symbols represent physical 
features and man-made 
structures on a map. 
 
I can use symbols and 
cardinal directions on a 
map. 
 

Teacher created 
Maps and Globes 
materials 
“Me on the Map” by 
Joan Sweeney 

1.5a, 1.5c 

maps, globe, land, 
water, map key, 
symbols, cardinal 
directions 

May/June Economics TpT Unit:  All About Economics 
(1.10) 
 
Teacher created unit:  Wants, 
Needs, and Resources (1.9) 

I can identify needs and 
wants. 
 
I can provide examples of 
scarcity. 
 
I can make choices due to 
unlimited needs, wants, 
and scarce resources. 
 
I can identify examples of 
goods and services. 
 
I can identify examples of 
producers and consumers. 
 

TpT Unit:  All About 
Economics  
 
Teacher created unit: 
Wants, Needs, and 
Resources 
 
www.brainpopjr.com 

1.9a, 1.9b, 
1.10a,1.10b, 
1.10c, 1.10.d 

needs, wants, 
goods, services, 
scarcity, 
resources, 
consumer, 
producer, job, 
income, cost, 
saving, earn, 
spending 



I can examine ways to 
earn money to produce 
goods and services. 
 
I can make decisions 
about spending and saving 
money. 

 


